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SUNSHINE AND SHADOW..By J. U. Babkick.
The sunshine hnlh n shadow ,

And the starlight hath a shade;
There's no type in art like nature,

But an antitype hath made.
The sky may be all azure,

Withi its canopy serene,
But a cloud will come unbidden
On the glory of the scene.

The moon may be of silver,
And the stars ot" golden light;

But a speck will dim their beauty,
In the quiet, holy night;

And our lives aro changing ever,
Like the spring-time of the year;

Sometimes all is April sunshine,
Then again 'tis dark and drear.

We have our dreams of pleasure,
And our moments fraught with pain;

The day may dawn all lovely,
Then put on its gloom again ;

We have our dreams of rapture.
Our's a bliss none else may feci.

But the mournful hue of sorrow,
O'er the lightest brow will steal.

We have our dreams of gladness--
we have waking dreams of caro;

There are hours of kindly greeting,
Then again no joy to share.

Sometimes life is all a sunshine.
Sometimes all a gloomy shado;

There's no typo in art like nature,
But an antitype hath made.

We have thoughts that soar far upward,
In a free-born, glorious air;

We have spirits light as fancier,
To commune with angels there

Sometimes tides of bitter feeling,
O'er the inmost spirit roll,

Then again some wavo of rapture,
Breaks a cross the shadowed soul,

When the heart is freest, lightest,
Like a bird on summer's wing-

When the spirit basks in gladness,
Then It will with sadness sing;

When upou the brow of summer,
Angry storms and tempests rise.

Then anon unfolds the rainbow,
And appear thp smiling skies.

t-thtic ijQcUMiax rs.
KEPOai OF j HE sECiiETAitV OF THE INTERIOR.
The Report of Thomas Ewing, Secretary of the new "De¬

partment of the Interior," occupics about four columns of
the National Intelligencer, of the contents of which the Bal¬
timore Sun gives tho following synopsis:
The report commences by a review of the law establishing

the Department, and alludes to a deficit In the title, which
may need a remedy. He also states that a transfer of clerks
from tno Treasury Department, ordered in the bill, could not
be spared, and that he had employed five clerks to aid him in
the performance of the various duties, at salaries subject to
the approval of Congress. The report recomme'nds authori¬
ty to be^ranted for tho employment of tm permanent clerks,
at salaries amounting in tho segregate to 814.2U0, as the
force of the Department, and also the appointment of an

officer to bo called the Solicitor of the Department of the In¬
terior, to take charge of the various legal matters constantly
arising in the Laud, Pension, and other bureaus.
The second department of the report is devoted to the pub-

lie buildings and public grounds, detailing the progre-ss made
upon the different structures in the course of orection. and
recommending a liberal appropriation for the purpose of Jm-
proving and beautifying tiie public grounds.
The Prttent office is represented to be in a flourishing con¬

dition, and he says that the report oft lie Commissioners of Pa¬
tents will show "a large surplus fund accumulated from the
contributions of the inventive genius of the country, and
objects that this fund should be appropriated to the construc¬
tion of the wings of the Patent Office, no part of which ad-
dition is considered necessary to the use of that office.
The agricultural interests of the countrv, says the report,

standing first in importance, demands the establishment 01
an Agricultural Bureau, which is suggested hy the Secreta-
rv, connected with tills department, but separated from the
Patent Office. The expense would be small, says th»> re¬

port, compared with the end to be accomplished.
If this suggestion should meet with the approbation of

Congress, and the organization of the bureau become a sub¬
ject of consideration, much aid, shvs the Secretary, may be
derived from consulting the systems adopted by France and
Belgium, both of which have done much towards the ad-
vancement of agriculture ns a science. Belgium, it is be¬
lieved, has the best organised agricultural department, and,
partly owing to this, partly to the natural fertility of itj soil,
the best cultivated and most highly productive country in
Europe.
The amount of business in the pension office is represen¬

ted as very large.
The numaer of invalid pensioners has increased during the

last year nine hundred and eighty-nine. Tho whole iitim-1
ber now on the list is four thousand one hundred and fifteen.
The amount of claims for bounty land warranis, filed prior to

the 5th af November last, was about 83,000
Of these there have been suspended or rejectrd i.bout

9,000.
The number remaining to be filled may bo estimated at 20,000

..

Making an aggregate of 103,000
The surveys of the public landi have been pressed for-

ward with diligence and energy, so as to bring the lanis into
market to supply the wants of t migration. The quantity
sold for cash, in tho first threo quarters of the year IS4B,

wai 1,4-19,2-10 51 ncros.
In the first throe Quarieis of IS 19 597,206 -10 acres.

Showing a diminution of 501,034 11 acres.

The amount loented by b^untv warrants
in the first three quarters of 16B 1,525,200 00 acres.

In the first three quarters of !3;y 2,4!<6,560 00 acres.

Showing an inrreasp of i>71,300 00 acres.
And making, together, nn aggregate in

crease over the sains and location* ot"
the first threo quarters of tho preceding

year of j 10,323 B'J rcips
.Of the 103,000 bounty land warrants fill¬

ed and remaining to be filled, 2,922 have
been satisfied in money, and "0,390
have been allowed.to be satisfied in
land.which will require 10,636,120 acres.

And should there be but 100,000 vulid
claims, as is C3ti:natid, then there will
remain 26,08S unsatisfied claims, which,
If settlad in land, will reqidro a further
-quantity of 1,020,-ISO aeies.

Making in all 14,G5f>,600 acres.
Prior to 1st of October last there had been

located with thean Mexican war war¬
rants 5,025,400 acres.

Leaving yet to be located 9.031,200 acres.
The proportion of warrants use 1 instead of purchase moneyin the ordinary sales, will probably absorb them in the thru*-

next ensuing year®, and sooner, if they take the place of cash
generally in the current sales. Until the botintv warrants
are exhausted, the receipts in cash from the sales of the pub¬
lic land}, must be comparatively small.
The exploration and surveys of the mineral lands of Michi-

f&o, Wisconsin and Ohio, are reported to be in rapid pro¬
gress, and much of the land is now ready for market.
The pu>iic lands in Oregon, California «n<l New Moxlco

are still without the control of the Department, and creation
of the offi:e of Surveyor General, and the establishment o'l
land offices in these territories, is recommended. In Cali¬
fornia, especially, these offices should be promptly establish¬
ed, in order to settle the many conflicting titles that are in
existenie, of Mexican or Spanish origin, so that in no case
.hall the occupant of the soil suffer injury from its transfer
to the United States.
Thi* Iboral consideration ought not, however, to bo ex¬

tended to doubt ul grants of positions on the bays, islands
and head lands, which, when acquired, were known to be
necessary to tne United States as sites for forts, light-houses,
or other objects of a national character. It is understood
that tltlas of some kind, generally not valid without the con¬

firmation of Congress, have been procured, and are claimed,
to som« of these points, which, if conformed to and made the
property of individuals, must be purchased back at a very
iargt prlaa. The right of tha Uoitod States to such sitps,
where valid ought to be at oncc assorted; and every spot ne-

oeseary ta the uso of the Government 8ltould be selected aud
separated from the general mass of public lands, and reserved
from Balk', and from the operation of th»» pre-emption laws,
as they shill be extended to that territory.

It is understood ttut a few of the larger grouts cover, to
some extent, the mines of gold and quicksilver.
By thoiaws of Spain theso mines did not pass by a grant

of ineland, but remained in the Crown, subject to bo dispo¬
sed of according to such ordinances and regulations as might
be from time to time adopted. Any individual might enter

upon the lands of another to search for ores of the precious
petals, and, having discovered a mine, he might register and
th3i«£QUirs the right to work it on paying to tho owner the

damage done to ltuL®urfacc.ai>d10 l^e crown, whose prop¬
erty it waa, a fifth or Mi?"1, according to the quality of the
mine. If the finder neefoP'od to work, or worked It imper¬
fectly, it might bo denouncing}' any otlk,r Person, whereby
lie would become entitled. \
Theae rights of thecrown in the^09it?3 ,j{^old were im33cd

by Spain to Mexico and theuce to thO»U. States, and it will,
aaya the Secretary, rest with Congiess W. determine wheth¬
er, in thoae cases where lands duly granted gpntain gold, this
right shall be asserted or relinquished. If r&Up<lui9hod, it
will require an express law to effect the object ;^nd ^ r°-

talned, legislation will bo necessary to provld« a ntt^e by
which It shall be oxercised. \
Thus It appears that the deposits of gold, whereverfoil!1^

in tho territory are the property of tho United States. Thoei*
however, which aro known to exist upon the lands of indi¬
viduals aro of small comparative importance, by far the larger
part being upon unclahuod public lands. Still our informa-
tion respecting thom is yet extremely limited; what we know
in general is, that thoy aro of groat extent and extrnordina-.
ry productiveness, even though rudely wrought. The gold
is found sometimes in masses, tho largest of which brought
to the mint weighed 99 ounces. They are generally equal to
the standard of our coin in purity, and their appearance that
of metal forced into the fissures aud cavities of roeks in n

state of fusion. Some, however, aro flattacrd, apparently
by preasurc, and scratched as it' by attrition on a rough sur¬

face. One small mass which was exhibited had about five
parts in weight of gold to one of quartz, Intimately blended,
and both together boulderod, as to form a rounded pobble, with
a surface of about equal parts of quartz and gold. A very lariat

Sroportlon of the gold, however, Is obtained in small scales
y washing the earth, which is dug up in the beds of the!

streams, or near their marrin. A mass of the crude earth,
as taken at random from a placer, wis tested by tho director
of tho United States Mint at Philadelphia, and found to con-1
tain 261 it grains >{ golds being, In value, a fraction over $10,!
to 100 lbs. of eart't. It cannot, however, be reasonably sup-
posed that tho tm;a£<» alluvial earth in the pljcors Is so high-
ly auriferous.
The President has no control over these lands, and thous-

ajids of persons, of ill nations -md laoaunj^s, tiockcd theie.
obtain the gold aud depart, without r. nde-ing any remunera-
tlon to the gov«mmoat. Our laws, says the report, so strict
in tho preservation of public property' that they punish our!
citizens for cutting timber upon the public lands, ought not
to permit strangers, who are not and never intend to become
cluzcns, to enteral pleasure on these lands and take from
them the gold which constitutes nearly all their value
The Secretary recommends that, in order that these lands

inev be properly divi ded in mining I its, and sold as to pro-
mote the interest of the rJ jvernment. as well as those work-
luetic j, t at l geological and min^r (logical exploration
an juld j- a ido in connection with the linear surveys.
The division, exploration and sale of th^re mines will re-:

quire much detail, but if properly managed mav bo mad« a

jrourcs of considerable revenue. If the United States sell

the mineral lands for cash, and transfer at on'ce all title to the

gold which they contain, but a very small part of the value
will probably be realized. It would be better, in inv opinion,
savs the Secretary, to transfer them, by sale or lease, reserv-

ing a.part of the gold collected a? rent or seignorage.
In connection with this woniniendation the report further

| recommends the establishment of a branch mint in Califor-
nin. and the right to the lands to be conditional that the gold
collected from the mine shall be delivered into ihe custody of
an officer of the branch mint. Out of the cold so deposited
there should be retained, for rent and assay, or coinage, a

fixed per cent., such as may be deemed reasonable, and the
residue passed to the credit ot the miner, and paid to him at

his option in coin or stamped bullion, or its value in drafts
on the Treasury or mint of th< United States. The gold in
the mine, or after it is gathered until brought into the mint,

j should be and remain the property of the United States..
The barter, sale, gift or exportation of any portion of
it belore it shall have been delivered at the mint, and

jso coined or assayed and stamped, or its concealment

j with intent to avoid the payment of rent or seignorage,
should involve a forfeiture of tin gold itself, and also of the
mine. The terms of lease or sale should be favorable to the
miner, and the law should be stringent to enforce the pay-
ment of seignorage and rents. The report further proceeds !

j on this subject as follows:
So far as the surface de|H>sitese.vtend, I am of opinion that

leases will, for yet a further reason, be preferable to sales of!
the lands. If sold, they will pass at onee into the hands of)
large capitalists; if leased, industrious men without capital
may become the proprietors, as they can work the mines and

| pay rent out of the proceeds. But where gold is found in the
rocks in place tho case is dilT«*r«*nt. These must necessarily
tall at once into the hands of large capitalists or joint-stock
companies, as they cannot l« wrought without u heavv in-1
vestment.

j Some persons, whose opinions are entitled to nmeh weight,
apprehend difficulty in collecting the rents, iftiie mode of!
disposition which i suggest be adopted; but this, 1 think, is
without a full consideration of the condition of the country
and the means of enforcement. Gold, unless coined or stamp¬
ed at thoiliint, could not circulate in California against a le-

fal provision, and subject to a penalty such as is suggested,
t could not be carried across the continent without risk of

loss or detection, which would make the value of insurance
| equal to the rent. In any other direction it must pass the
ports of California and t>e there liable to detection.

i Since the discovery ot the mines, gold in California has
not ranged higher than SIG per ounce; its actual value is a

u 'cJ10n over $13* The difference between its true value and

j the highest price at which it has sold, or would probably ever

! sell, except to houses transacting an open, regular, and legal
business is therefore one-ninth, being more than half the
amount that ought to be reserved as rent or seignorage.

If the penalty suggested above should be provided for an

attempted evasion, and the ordinary advantages given to the
. officer or other person who should detect the fraud, as in
case of smuggling, it would not be the interest ofanv one to

| b°comc a dealer in the prohibited article at a small profit and
I "real risk; nor would the miner risk a sale at a small advance
; o» price, to be obtained at tlie hazard of a heavv forfeiture.
j Ihe absolute security ol'the lawful business, the safety of the
.nnd when deposited in the Treasury of the United States
and the small profit and yreat riwk of attempted frauds would
be reasonable security against them.
The property ef the United States in the mines of quick¬

silver, derived from Spain through Mexico, with the eminent

j domain, is, as I have shown, the same as that to the gold,
i already considered. Indeed, the laws of Spain asserted
more sternly and guarded more strictly the rights of the
Crown to that metal than to gold and silver. This arosefrom
tne scarcity of quicksilver, it being found in sufficient quan¬
tities to be worth mining in but few known places on the
globe, while its necessary use, in separating silver from its
matrix, makes it an essential ingredient in silver mining ope¬
rations.
The deposite of quicksilver known to exist in California

is a sulphurate of mercury, or native cinnabar. The stratum
of miner.il, several feet in thickness, has been traced for a

considerable distance along its line of strike. The specimens
assayed at the mint range from 15-5 to 311-35 per cent, of
metal; it is ea.sv oi access, and is mined and reduced without
ditnculiy. So much ol the mine as has been traced, is situ-
ated on a ranch, to which the title is probablv valid
and since the I uitod States took possession of the coun¬

try, an attempt has been made to acquire title to the mine by
denouncemen!. This proceeding is, for the reasons that I
have already given, invalid. It therefore remains for Con¬
gress to determine whether they will relinquish or assert the
tine ol the I niled States in this mine.

I he Seen ijiry, alter reviewing the present condition of Ca¬
lifornia. and alluding to the vust emigration still flowing from
every direction, anticipates large and prosperous couinuini-

'.nH c?ast-, A roatl, connecting the Atlantic
and Pacific, IS therefore deemed necessary. But what that
road will be, and where and bv whom constructed, must de¬
pend upon the action of Cougress, founded on such informa¬
tion is a careful reronnoiseance of »h« countrv, bv a scien¬
tific corps, may Iiirnish.

Th? wild tribes cf Indians, who have their hunting
grounds in the great praiil", through which our emigrants to

California pass, have, during tho present vear, been more
than usually pacific. They have suffer, d oiir people to pas-
through their '' Mintry with little interruption, though thev
travelled in great numbers, and consumed, on ihcir route,
much gr.;ss and game. For these the Indians expect com¬

pensation, and their claim is just, says the report. The ne¬
gotiation of treaties with these Indians, and the purchasing
from them the right of way through their lands, with tf-.T
granting oi annuities is recommended.
1 he difficulties with the Seminole and Texas Indians are

fully stated, and ihe appointment of Indian agents recom¬
mended to manage our Indian affairs in the Territories ofOre¬
gon, California and Xew Mexico, end to restrain the Indians
oi the twj latt-r Icrritories from commitling depredations
upon the citizens of Mexico.
Xu special provision having been made with respect to our

Indian intercourse in Oregon, three sub-agents were appoin¬
ted by the late Administration last year for the Indians there;
from whom or from the Governor, who is e.v-officio superin¬
tendent of Indian aflairs, noreporfy have yei been received.

r I,1'1^'".sequence o| alike omission to wake provision foi
auiornia ana .V-w Mexico; two agents, occupying less

ot'?he'<Tre«'t'f'sai'i0!1 one to the vlcJnitv
oi me Jjreni .>an l...^e, m Caltn.-miu, «u<l ii.« ..iw to su,.,*u

|*e,anu three dub-agents in addition v». are appointed for the
Indians at other points in thosr Territories The great dis¬
tance of their fields ol operations his prevented the recep¬
tion oi repot is from them.
Most of the trioes permanently located on our western

¦orders, jpr'iculaily the more southern, continue (.readily to
advance ii) civilization, and in all the elements of substan¬
tial prosperity. Ihe establishment of manual labor schools,
in charge of missionary societies of various religious de¬
nominations, is working n grea; moral and social revolution
among several of the tribes; and if ihe Department had the
means ol extending the benefits of these institutions to those
more destitute, who have no funds set apart bv treaty for
these purposes, it woyld no doubt be productive of like' hap¬
py results.

1

The report concludes with a recommendation that the an¬
nual appropriations tor the civilization uf tho Indians be in-

REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF WAR.
This document, which, i:i a timo of peace, loses somewhat

of th« universality of its imprest, has, nevertheless, some

items of information which the Baltimore Sun abridges for
the convenience of its readers.
The returns of the Adjutant <»«-ner:il represent that tlic

present strength of the army i-> les«, than 'he organization
provided bylaw; the discharges, deaths and desertions, the
hitler particularly in California, tending to the deficiency..
In California the desertions in eight months were equal to
two-fifths of the whole number. Short furloughs were gran¬
ted, to enable the troops to work at rhi' Placers, but thin did
not materially remedy the evil.
The difficulty attending the enlistment of recruits at pla¬

ces remote from the stations to which they arc to be appoin¬
ted, it is proposed to remedy by a bounty to each recruit en¬

listed near such station, equal to the cost of transportation
and subsistence, to be paid in instalments increasing, annu-
ally, the largest amount to be paid on discharge, to prevent
desertion.

It l;:is lipon found impracticable to increase the rank and
file of eertaiu regiments by transfers of others from the
same arm, according to the act of August, 134S, and at the
same time to maintain the discipline and efficiency of the
several corps.
For tite protection of our ironticr lines, so greatlv enlarged

since tin* Mexican war, and exposed to incursions from prc-
datory Indians, it is proposed that the numerical strength of
each company on the western frontier be increased to seven-
ty-four privates, and that a part of infantry be mounted as
emergencies arise.

In relation to embarrassments arising from brevot commW-
sions. it i3 submitted whether the object, in authorizing this
class of commissions, is not accomplished by retaining them
as honorary distincti ins, and restricting the officers holding
them to their lineal rank and pay.
Exceptions to this rule to be niado only when volunteers

and militia are united to the regular army, or when the offi-
cers having brevet commissions are detailed for duty hy spe-

j cial assignment, with difficult or expensive! commands'in re¬
mote departments or division?".
Toobyistc the inconvenienco resulting from the position of

officers holding s'aii" commissions which confer rank, it is
suggested that stall" officers bo required, bylaw, when serving
with troops, to execute, according to their respective duties,
all ordors emnr.atingfrom tho senior offictr of the line.
The necossity of adopting some rule for retiring disabled

officers is urged, and it is proposed, with a view to justice,
and a proper regard to the feeling of this deserving class o!
men, that the President be authorized to retire disqualified of
fu ors, at his discretion, with an allowance equal to the pay
proper of their respective grades; no officer to bo retired,
however, until the Senate sfnll have confirmed the nomlna-
tion of his successor.
Tho provision of an asylum for veteran soldiers Is strongly

and properly rcccmmonded.
Tho Military Academy, at West Point, is commended to the

care and patronage of the Government.
In consequence of tho outrages committed by tho Indians

in Now Mexico, the commanding officer of tho troops, sta¬
tioned in that territory, has c.illcd into service an auxiliary
volunteer force; four companies being engaged for six
months, and distributed for tho protection of tho lives and
property of the inhabitants.
The late aggressions of the Indians remaining In Florida

Sore referred to, together with the successful measures adopt-
ojjjbr their suppression. Propositions are now before the
Indians, which will bo discussed in council, nt an early day,
for tliN'r removal Wost of the Mississippi.
The tje^hlishment of a line of frontier oosts in Texas had

been retfU^"1' 'n consequence of tho enectivo strength of
the troops reduced by the ravages of cholera; and the
frequency of auaciCs fcHfi&SI&l Indians, impressed
upon the Commanding General the necessity of culllnglTpCt".
tho Executive of that State for three companies of mounted
militia. From recent profl'ers of peace from the Camanche
nation, it is believed that tho regular troop? in that country
will be sufficient. Several captjves nnde b> the Indians have
been recovered, and restored t«» their homes in Mexico, agree¬
ably to the treaty with that Republic.
The establishment of military posts on the route toOro-

gon, delayed bv the 1st? war, is now ir. progress, and it i*
supposed tlut tho regiment detailed f»i that service has
rcachod Its destination. »

Officers of the customs, Indian agents, and others appoint¬
ed for California and New Me\: o, haw received transporta¬
tion at the public expense. Officers of the subsistence de¬
partment were ordered fo relieve all eases of distress which
tbev might mcot with amongst the emigrants on the route.
Examinations and surveys for the erection of fortifications

for the defence of our distant territories are recommended..
Surveys west of the Mississippi and extending to tho Pacific
aro now in progress.
The affirmation by Congress of the acts of the military offi¬

cers appointed for the collection of revenue in California, up
to the time they were superseded by the Treasury officers is
recommended. The officers to he required to account fully
for collections, an i disbursements to bo allowed.
The state of alTairs in California is referred to, in connec-

tion with the fact that, notwithstanding the mixed concourse
of foreign emigrants, and the peculiar nature of thc:r pursuit,
the army, aided by the confirmed habit of self-government, in
which the American citizen i* reared, has protected the ter¬
ritories from general or unusual disorders.
The report concludes with the remark that the duties of

the several bureaus of military setvice have been perfo; med
with aecuttomed fidelity, zeal and ability.

RICHMOND ENQUIRER.
SATURDAY MOHMXCi, DECEMBER 2».

DISGRACEFUL DODGE.
Of all the marked sins of omission and commission in the

Message prepared and concocted by the Regency, to be

signed by Zachary Washington, its course in regard to the

vital question, which threatens to sever the Union, is, doubt-

less, the most strongly to be reprobated. During the Presi¬

dential canvas, when it was charged by the Southern Demo-

crats that, from General Taylor's avowed opinions on the veto

power and his virtual endorsement of the frei-soilism of the

Signal Letter (the English language could be made to mean

nothing else,) he would prove faithless to the Constitution
and to the South, his Fillmorenc champions flippantly point¬
ed to his ownership of two hundred negroes and his resi¬

dence in Lousiana as the surest pledge of his soundness..

In refusing to avow his opinions on this delicate question,
he was commended as having assumed *'hi*ih national ground"
.although it was perfectly plain that he was supported at the

South a« utterly opposed to the Wilniot Proviso, and that at

the North his election was with equal zeal commended by
Corwir. nd Ewing to the Ohio abolitionists, as the only sure

means of practically carrying out their factious schemes..
Goneral Taylor was elected by this double-dealing trick.and

Ewing and Collamer were rewarded with posts of high pow¬
er and influence, for their active services with the Free-soil

Whigs.
The Inaugural afforded a fair opportunity to General Tay-

lor to take the side of the Constitution, to denounce tho fac¬

tious agitation of the fanatics, and to rally tho good men

and patriots of the country to the compromises of the Con¬
stitution. But he could not pursue ho manly and honorablc
a course without cheating one or the other of the divisions

of the Whig party, who had been humbugged into his sup¬

port. The golden opportunity was thrown away, and the

language of the Inaugural was of so Delphic and studiously
ambiguous a character, as to give hopes to both his free-soil
supporters at the North and to his Southern friends, to make

| confusion still more confounded, and furnish new aliment to

the tlaine of contention between the two sections of the
Union, b or having thus ignobly shrunk from assuming a

position, General Taylor was denounced by the Democratic

press--but the Southern Whigs still raised their cuckoo song

J of "high national ground."
The country continued to vibrato under the throes of the

I slavery excitement.and indications of disunion manifested
themselves, at tho North and the South. The Congress of

the nation was about to m»rt, and this fiory element of slave-

ry was certainly to bo thrown in their midst. Now, surely,
! it was naturally supposed, the "second Washington" would
throw himself into the breach, and stand up for the constitu¬
tion against all odds. The country was led to expect some¬

thing more definite than the twaddle about "high national
ground".some recommendation in the nature of a compro¬
mise, on which all patriots and lovers of the Union, as it was
formed, might safely and firmly stand. The Message was

read to Congress, sent by lightning to all portions of the
countn and universally published. Did it bear any healing

j "n w'nKs, in regard to tho slavery question, which, like

j Aaron's rod, swallows up every thing else? Let the candid
reader judge for himself. All that the Message contains in
connection with the vital question of slavery, is found in the
following passages:
No civil government having been provided bv Congress for

California, the people ,if that territory, impelled bv the neces¬

sities ot their political condition, recently met in convention,

j ,
purpose of forming a constitution and State govern-

{ jnent. which the latest advices give me reason to suppose,
ha* bun a. eoniphshed; and a is believed thev will shortly ap-
.

admission of California into the Union, as a sove-

ici,n Mate. Should such be the case, and should their con¬
stitution be conformable to the requisitions of the Constitu-

ilie fnv< r'l'hl ""c'd tates, 1 roeomn.end their application to
the favorable consideration of Congress.

riie people of New Mexico will also, it is believed, at no

cry distant period present themselves for admission into the
I nion. I reparatory to the admission ofCalifornia and New
Mexico, the people of each will have instituted for them-
sehes a republican form of government, "laying its founda¬
tions m such principles, and organizing its powers in such

\ ind'iiapplnS" S,,C'" m°St ,ikd> l" °^ct thdr »*«>¦

Hy awaiting their action, all causes of uneasiness mav be
avoided, and confidence and kind feeling preserved. With
a \lew of maintaining the harmony and tranquility so dear
to nil, We should abstain from the introduction of those ox-

1 urlwt'n JV1"1'8- ?fi" spc,iHnnl char«cfer which have hitherto
produced painful apprehensions in the public mind: ami 1
repeat the solemn warning of the first and most illustrious
of my predecessors against furnishing "any i/round for

I
1 ''afactenzing pirttesiby geograpjeal discriminations." ? ?

I he check provided by the Constitution, in the clause eon-

lerring th, qualified veto, will never be exercised bv me ex-

cept in cases contemplated by the fathorsof the lleiiuhlir 1
view it as an extreme measure, to be resorled to oi,|v in ex¬

traordinary cases.as where it may become necessary to d'e-
I fend the l.xecutive against the encroachments of the'l.v'isla-
| tive power or to prevent hasty and inconsiderate or uneon-

I stitutional legislation. By cautiously confining this remedv
I within the sphere prescribed to it in the cotcmporaneous cx-

position of the framers of the Constitution, the will of the
people legitimately expressed on all tubjicU of Initiation
through their constitutional organs, the Senators and Ker>rc-
sontatives ot the I nited States, will have its full ellect *' *

Hut auac!;mcnt io il,. v."nio,» of ,li» si.i.- . ,.i i i i u

j Jutuaily toMered ii. every American heatt. For more"than
h.tlt n century, during whiet, kingdoms and empires have
lallen this t. nion has stood unshaken. Tho patriots who form-
»d it have long since descended to the grave; yet still it

I remains the proudest monument of their mcmorv, and the
j object of a flection and ndn.i'rarion with everyone worthv to

1 IV ?,Vt i AP,pncan ,,n my judgment, its dissolution
would be the greatest ,»i calamities, and to avert that should
be the study of every .American. L'pon its preservation must

depend our own happiness and that of countless generation-
o come W hatever dangers may threaten if, I shall stand
by it and maintain it in Its Integrity, to the full extent of the
obligations imposed, and the power conferred upon me bv the

Now, we iisk any candid man «.> point out in the above
any comfort to those who den in* to see the slavery question
adjusted on ground* of fairness and justice. Could language
be more general and unmeaning 1 Could more disgraceful
terms be employed to keep the North and thu South in
doubt as to the action of she Executive, and to continue the

iinposture and double-dealing cheat up«n both sections of
the Union ' Can the language^ tortured into any thing
else than thai the boasted ' Thunderer of Buena Vista,"
shrinks from the responsibility ofmceiing the question,and, for

fear ofoffending one or the other section ofhls supporters and

producing a "spontaneous combustion in his cabinet, con¬

tinues to delude each section Into a happy belief, that both
arc sedulously eared for and cherished by tho Janus-faced
Regency ! The mighty conqueror of Santa Anna trembles
before, the ghost of the great "n» party" humbug, and fears,
bv a single manly word, to break up the delusion and to be

covered with disgrace and dismay by one or the other of the
cheated sections of his friend.-. When we first read the Mes¬

sage, we were amazed and disgusted at its non-committal¬
ism,.its protracted effort to deceive the country. Our first

impressions are confirmed by tho revelations of the jour-
nals which have spoken out on the subject. Tho Norfolk

Argus (Democratic) after stating that "from the policy shad-
owed forth in the address, we are doomed to have one of the
most central and extravagant administrations that has ever

existed".adds, "On the absorbing and all exciting topic
of tho day, ono which so deeply interests the South, he is as

silent as the grave."
Tho Norfolk Herald (Whig,) accords with this view, when

it says:
"We havo heard it objected to the Message that it gives no

intimation of the President's views in relation to the IVilmot
Proviso;.but it would have boen more objectionable if he
had done so. It would have convicted him at once of takiug
partisan ground on a question involving the integrity of the
I'nion, when it his duly, under the sanctity of un oath, to
support tho Constitution. Wo think iho opponents of the
Wilmot Proviso will see no cause for alarm at the course of
President Taylor, when they refer to tho concluding sentence
of the Message."
Now, we ask "the opponents of the Wilmot Proviso" to turn

to "the concluding sentence of the Message" givon above,
and to say if thoy do not thorcin find eoery "cause for ularm
at the course of President Taylor." Indeed, inn Baltimore

| correspondent of tho National Intelligencer, referring to this

closing paragraph, construes it as we do, as follows:
"Tho firm, deep devotion to the I'nion; the determination

to stand by it v.vdeb all cikccmstamces, as declared by
the Old Hero, give assurance, in connexion with tho avowal
of tho same sentiments by Mr. Clay and others of character
and influence, that demagogues and factionists will be effec¬
tually put down.'a consummation most devoutly to be
wished.'"
Mr. Clay, it is well known, has warmly commended the

principle of tho ordinance of 1737, and Gen. Taylor, follow-
ing in his footsteps, will sanction the infamous measure.
Whatever outrages may be committed on the South.
though she may not only bo degraded and excluded from the
new territories, but may also sco tho hand of fanaticism
abolish slavery in the District of Columbia, and throw its
firebrand into the alive States themselvos.though evory in¬
sult and aggression may fall on the South.still Zachary
Washington is to stand by tho Union "under ALL circuin-
*tance«.,': Qnd the "more soldier," for fear of offending Ew-
ing, Collamor, or COTVTln, is to stay his hand and tamely
and cowardly to sec his own South 5Uuck duwn and tram¬
pled im.

We ask men of ail parties at th« South, to examine the
childish and futile apology of tho Norfolk Herald, for the cul¬
pable silence, or rather studiously contrived, forkod-tongued
ambiguity ol ths Message. I* it "taking partisan ground"
to stand up fot tiie Constitution and to maintain that all the
States, including the South, have an equal tight to participate
in the territories won by the csmtnon blood and treasure of the
Union! Is it not, on the contrary, the highost natiional
ground, to proclaim fronj the- hjuaj-nps the great doctrine of
"equality and fraternity" of the States, by which alono the
Constitution can be obeyed and tho Union be preserved }
But wo have not yet done with our proof of the irremedia¬

bly mischievous consequences of the double-dealing course
of the Message. The neutral press furnishes incontroverti¬
ble evidence of the fact. The Washington correspondent of
the Baltimore Sun writes ns follows, under date of the 26th
instant:
The Southern members who at first saw a threat in Gen.

Taylor's determination to support the Union at oil hazards,
beheld in his recommendations on the subject of the Territo¬
ries, enough that reassured them in repaid to the Wilmot
Proviso. Xurthrrn members say he trill eign it; Southern I
members swear that the man who, in his message, recom-l
mends waiting tili the territories knock at our doors for ad-1

miaftinn into the union, and accompanies that rccomnienda- j
that, "with a of maint=g

he haM-and tranquility so dear to all, wc should abstain
.'rom the introduction of those exciting topics ot a section.i

character which hnve hitherto produced painful apprilun-
-ions in the public mind," ought not, cannot sitrn it.

Mv opinion is, the administration has no objection to post-
.r .ho story m *cw toco

ind Dcseret for any number of years, s.i> (ill
.

will furnish a handsome platform for a second heat. But it

I do n it can, and has done ail in its power to procure the

admission of California into the Union/ Its policy consistsi n

S.L, one tooth at a time, and not to pull out the other
Kc pain produced by the first operation has subsided.
The administration does not wish to have the Wilmot Pr<

put to Gen. Taylor, but the equivoque of the Message may
brine it about. ;

Thus, it will seen, each section of the Whig party at as

ington construes the Message to suit its peculiar views, and

that, in protracting the game ofduplieity,commenced for parti¬
san purposes, one or the other is sure to be disappointed and
cheated. In the mean time, the sources ofagitation will receive

new impetus, and a long and a stormy session will. «ue. Had

Gen. Taylor the boldness or the capacity to act the President,
rather than the tool of a designing Regency, seeking to perpe¬
tuate their own power, and desiring to avoid an explosion
from any avowal of policy on this question.did he possess
one atom of the talent or iron will of the old Roman, Jack¬

son, he might have marked out a course, which might remove,

to a great degree, the excitement, danger and mischief of the

slaverv question. Martin Van Ruren, though n Northern

man, availed himself of his Inaugural to pledge himself to

veto any bill abolishing slavery in the District of Columbia.
Was this regarded as "sectional" or "partisanV Was it not,
on the contrary, hailed with universal pleasure, and were nut

the fanatics arrested in their mad career 7 Mr. Polk, in lus

last glorious Message, (Hyperion to a Satyr, compared with

the late "no-party" abortion!) pledged himself to veto the

Wilmot Proviso, if applied to territory South of thirty-six
degrees thirty minutes, in violation of the Missouri Compro¬
mise. Why could not.why docs not President Taylor
mark out a similar compromise, on which all friends ot the

Union, and its compromises, may rally 1 Senator !. oote has

already given notice of a bill to this effect.and even the X.

York journal of Commerce, a Northern paper, zealously se¬

conds the movement as follows:
"If Congress should pass the Wilmot Proviso, or any oth¬

er proviso, excluding slavery from a Territory,.the mo¬

ment after this Territory should be erected into a Mate, it

could establish slavery if it should so elect. Ohio, Indiana,
and Illinois, could have done so if they pleased, notwith¬
standing the Ordinance of 1787, and their action as indepen¬
dent States would have suspcrseded the action ot Congress
towards them as Territories. For Congress to^ attempt to

bind a Territory t.> a particular course "forever," especially
in a matter over which the Constitution gives them no con¬

trol, is absurd. Even if we stretch the provision ot" that in¬
strument which empowers Congress to "make all needful
rules and regulations respecting the territory [meaning land)
or other property of the United States," as to cover the ques¬
tion of slavery, the power ceases when the territory becomes
a sovereign State; and all the States must bo sovereign, ex¬

cept in matters expressly conceded to the General Goveru-
ment by the national compact.

"All, then, that Congress has to do, is, to admit the tip-
plying Territories to a place in the Confederacy, with the con¬

stitutions they have provided, only making the necessary
amendments in respect to boundaries, and any other matters
which arc clearly objection ibb. We have before stated that
the constitution of Deseret includes a large tract of the same
territory which is embraced in the constitution ot California.
This common territory lies in the south-western portion of
the country recently acquired fromJMexieo, extending Irom
the Pacific Ocean to the river Colorado. The Southern
members of Congress will proballv propose to bound both
the above Suites, southerly, by lat 36 30, (tiie Missouri com¬

promise line,) leaving the territory south of that latitude to
he formed into a separate State when the population shall
be suflicieent,.with such restrictions if any, in respect to

slavery,as the people may direct. To this we sec no objec¬
tion. It is, in fact, the same proposition of compromise
which was offered by the South at an early stage of the con¬

troversy, and which ire advise tho North to accept."
So far from indicating any sympathy with such a sound

and conciliatory principle, President Tayloravows himsclfin
favor of admitting the new State of California, with its anti-

slavery clause, its monstrous boundaries (including700 miles
of sea-coast) and all. Were he not fettered by the double-
dealing policy of cheating and humbugging both sections of
the Union and by tho awful penalty of an exposure, he might
win for himself a glorious name, by marking out such apian
of adjusting this dillicult question. He has not done so¬
und will continue the game of ambiguity and deception, dread¬
ing to meet the issue. Is such a man, with such advisers,
fit to fill the seat of a Washington or a Jackson ! And has
he not, with his earning Regency, richly merited the univer¬
sal indignation of the people !

GEORGIA LEGISLATURE..Excitement and Tempo¬
rary* AQJOi'fcSMBST .The Legislature of Georgia has adop¬
ted an extensive report from its committee on the state of
the Republic, and adjourned for one month, to s«e what Con¬
gress intends to do with the Wilmot Proviso. Appended to

this report is a preamble and resolution, declaring the rights
of the South with regard to slave property, under the Consti¬
tution, and concluding with the following:

Resolved, That in the event of the passage of the Wilmot
Proviso by Congress, the abolition of slavery in tin; District
of Columbia, the admission of California as a State, in it-
present pretended organization, or tho continued refusal of
the non-slaveholdlng Stales to deliver up fugitive slaves as

provided in the Constitution, ft will tweome tho immediate
and imperative duty of tho peoplo of this State to meet in
Convention to tako into consideration the mode and mea¬
sure of redress.

Resolvod, That the people of Georgia entertain an ardent
feeling of devotion to the Union of these States, and that noih-
ing short ofa jtersistenco in the present system ofencroaeh-
ment upon our rights by the non-alaveholding States call iti-
duce us to contemplate the possibility of a dissolution.

THE MESSAGE..The President's Message reached
Philadelphia in a little lqoro tlnn five hours from Washing¬
ton. To New York it was conveyed from Washington in
less than eight hours

PlTTSBl'KG, Dec. '.JI.10 P. M.
The I'roaident's V. d*age, (entire, i sent by Carr & Wills,

for the Western Press, over the O'Reilly Lino reached hero
in six hours and tireiily minutes, from the time it was filed
in the llaltlniore office. The line worked admirably through-
out, and the operator performed a feat of which the gentle¬
manly superintendents, Messrs. Reed and I.indsev, may well
feel proud.
IMPORTANT FROM HONDURAS AND YUCATAN.
Jiesignx n) the liritish Government.Blockade of Truxillo

and Omoa.
Bv the nrriv.il at New Orleans of tho schooner Brazos,

from Belize, tho Picayune has received the following im¬
portant letter.

Belize, Honduras, Nov. 27, H49.
The authorities of Belize have informed the inhabitants of

Routnn that it is the determination of Great Britain to take
possession of the Island, claiming that it was by its author¬
ity that the former Governor of this settlement, Col. McDon¬
ald, took possession of ii several years since.

But England has further desires and designs upon the
owners of that island, (the State of Honduras, C. A.) News
has arrived here that the whole roast from this to tlx- river
San J nan has already been declared under blockade by an

Knglish sloop-o:'-war, now cruising in the bay thi* side of the
Cape Gracious a Deos, and by h steamer from that cape to
San Juan. I give it as my opinion that the rich tnahoganv
lands, and the equally rich dye woods, are desired by the Bii-
tish cutters of this settlement. They have for some time
been cutting wood in the Spanish country, paying to the
State of Honduras ten dollars a tree. This course has satis-
lied the Honduras Government, as all vessels have come to an

entry in the ports of Omoa or Truxillo before going on the
coast to load, thereby paying a considerable amount of mo¬
ney into the Treasury of that State.

Recently, however, some of these vessels have attempted to
evade tho payment of the usual dues exacted by the laws of
Honduras, by proceeding directly to the coast to load and
clear without entering in either of the ports designated.
This has, of course, caused the seizure and detention of such
vessels and their cargoes bv the authorities. For this seizure
and detention one house claims damages to the amount of
$100,000, tho payment of which sum, it is rumored, has been
demanded as the only condition on which the blockade ran! or will be raised. So much for the present difficulty betweenj l'.ngland and Honduras.

p. S..Tito blockade of Truxillo and Omoa is confirmed
by tho arrival of the schooner True Bluo, of Truxillo.

It is reported that tho Gulf of Duke and Vazabal river
| arc also under blockade.

To the Editors ofthe Enquirer.
Washington, 23d Dec., 1349.

The agony is over at last.n Speaker is elected. The De-
morrats have elected the Hon. H. Cobb, alter a struggle of
nearly three weeks. It was, however, a close matter, a verysmall plurality, showing that the Whigs fought to the last..
It had been proposed by them to elect a Speaker by a plu-rality vote, and they have been beaten at their ov, n game..Although it is admitted by all that Cobb will make an excel-
lent Speaker, yet Southern Whigs and some Democrats voted
against him, as did also the free soilers to the last.

It may bo considered a triumph in many respects, eapecial-lv over tho factionists and free soilers who thought theywielded the balance of power, had ih« game in their own
hands and exulted in the Idea of ultimate success; but theyliave hoen signally disappointed, and they feel it most sensi¬
bly and sensitively. They have been signally rebuked, both
in the House and in the Senate, and have received a blow
from which they cannot soon recover. They had exulted in
anticipation of Brown's election as Speaker, which would, as
they believed, under the ritrumstanres, give them a weightand' consequence, both in Congress and in tho country, and
their spurious doctrine an impetus which would be irre-
sistible. This was manifested in various ways and in everyform in their arrogant deportment and bullying und insultingdemeanor. They fancied they had tho world in u sling andintended to use their power without restraint. Bit' their
prostration has been eflectually accomplished in both Housesj for the present.
Brown was at cno time elected Speaker, but when he rc-

i reived ono hundred and twelve votes, Messrs. Bocock, Sed-don, and Wallace, voted tor Bovd, which turned the scales;for, had not those gentlemen voted, Brown was elected..Hence it was believed in the Senate for some ten minutes,that he was; and the moment this impression prevailed, acertain abolition Senator was seen to go up to- Old Bullion"and congratulate him upon something, apparently greatlygratifying and important. Their disappointment, however,when the true result was known, was truly astounding and¦¦musing. But their disappointment and prostration was not.o end there. In a fuw days the Senate proceeded to electthe committees, and although ' Old Bullion" hail been Chair¬man of Foreign Relations, the most important of nil theSenate committees, yet he was not permitted to be chair-man of any, and indeed is a member of only one. and thatby the vote of his colleague Mr. A-; than to whom, he hadrather been indebted to any other member of the Senate,and he voted for him mcrclv through commiserationAlas, how are the mighty fallen7 But such is the fate oftraitors ;n politics as In war. Only a short time since thisman had more influence than any other member of the Senate.So influential was he, that an attempt was made to make himLieutenant General, by special legislation. Ills Lng servicehis age and experience, made him a leader in the most au¬gust deliberative body In the worlJ, and had he remainedtrue to his taith and the Democratic principles and partvwhtcit nad made him all he was, he might have been a leaderand patriarch In Israel yet; but becoming seduced by thatdemon, ambition, he has fallen, like Lucifer, never to rise

-icnin H" embraced frco-ioilism to clear his way ».o the Pre-

tor" r< fuse to serve .upon-the same committees *ith- him.
Thus has lie been signallv rebuked for his apostacf and his
arrouan. e in presuming to sot at defiance one ot the primary
nnd fundamental principles ot the Republican creal.the in¬

fallible ri"ht of legislative instruction.and daring to set up
his dictatorial w«< dixit in opposition to a whole, tree and

sovereign State, which lias slavery as aninstituUo!. Verily,
the arrogance of some men is incomprehensible.
Had another rebuke been necessary to eompMely anm-

late abolitionism in the Senate, it was glv^ 'nn,'?Jrc"!^;
dou« philippic ofMessrs.Foot?and Clemens and others against
the impertinence of Seward, who, by general coiwnt, is re-

carded as the leader of free-filers in the Senate. Hieir ex¬

posure and denunciation of extraordinary aid uncal ed

for manner of advocating P'kl- itreduction of'Father . la-
thrw into the Senate Cham ^u" "«. truly scathiig, wither¬

ing MtHrcmendous. It nef > iru, he forgotten » it never

will he forgiven by the frcp-r-'^T 5li<\I>. 1 he soith, h

ver has little to fear, while* «o ably and fearlessly sus¬

tained and defended in the . An ephemeral faction

junv flourish for a day, who are.;uJfiVor ol expeling south-
ern rights, interests and property, from territory- icquiicdbj
the hlood of southern heroes, but the same fcarlos and able

resistance to encroachment and tyranny, that elnracterixed
her sons in this acquisition, will enable them to sustain

themselves and their rlchts successfully in occupying and

enjoying this rich domain. That this will be dine, no one

can for a moment doubt.

To the Editors of the Enquirer.
TO SENATOR K. M. T. HLNTI-R.

There has been much said of late years Me.rs. Editors.
hv certain Dersons in Congress nnd out of Cojgress, .1 .in¬

ference to the provisions of the ordinate passid before the

adoption of the present Constitution, respecting the 1111-

mens" territory of the North-west, ceded to the government
of the Confederacy by the State ot \ lrgima. But cession
was made in good faith by Virginia, to enable that onfcd, r";.
cv to have a fund, forming a nucleus, from whicMhe debts o.

the Revolutionary War were to be paid. Mtr> laml am

some other States were jealous, because \ ir«mia 'ad °PP".
a I.nnd Office, and w as disposing of her lands in Wtst ah-

gusta at fifty cents per acre. Motions und proceedngs were

had that the lands should be held for the general benefit ol

the States in their individual eapociiy. This did na succeed,
which caused the display of some feeling by the h.reutive ot

Maryland in those early days.
I have said the cession to the Confederacy was made in

good faith, and all Virginia required was. that the eideatern-
torv should be constituted into not less than three, lor more-

than tier States. Has the provision of that cess on been

complied with? Not as it should be by any means.

Bv the Treaty of 17S3. the limits and actual dimensions ot

i||t. then Union, andtfrtnud bv Mr. Madi*onf are ihuvsict l«>rtri-

..On the East the Atlantic; on the South the latitude ol thirty-
one degrees; on the West the Mississippi; and on the North
an irregular line, running, in someinstanses, beyond ire lorty-
tilth deetec, in others falling as low as the forty seemd. .
About one thousand miles, mean length, from North to

South, and the mean distance, from Kast to West, ''lot pro-
bablv exceeding seven hundred and fifty miles." Such was

the extent of this Union, by the Treaty of 17SJ, on th* testi-

inony of une who was as well informed on the subjert, and
as tenacious of the rights of his country as any of the pa-1
triots of the present dav.
Vour readers can form some estimate nf the valuabe ces¬

sion made to the confederation, March 1st, 1734, whei they |
bear in mind that what now constitutes the rising grmtness
of the Northwest, viz: Ohio, Michigan, Indiana, Illinois,
Wisconsin and all Minnesota, East of the Mississippi to the
Itake ofthe Woods, did in I733composo a part of the oiij/inal.
limits of the United States and was ceded to tho conlVdera-
lion by Virginia as a sacrifice on the altar of fraternal friend-
ship and the Union. !
That portion of the Northwest territory included within

the limits of Minnesota contains square miles, exclu¬
sive of the fire States already formed, as above stated.
Should the population justify such a division, from the

manner of opposition to the South, as evinced by the lr*.e
soil advocates, you may expect to see that portion ot Minneso-
la Kast of the Mississippi nude into a State, as the territory
thus enumerated exceeds in estent lour ot the most tlour-
i-.liitt^ States <if New England, viz: Vermont, Mas¬
sachusetts, Rhode Island and Connecticut. Two of the
above States in our colonial day, ami for years af¬
ter the treaty of 17^1, owe much of their cummer-

cial prosperity and importance to their success and profits
in the slave trade. Tho merchants ol Bristol and Newport,
K. I., and Bedford and Salem, Mass., imported more stares
into tin: colonies, than all other places united. It was then
a legitimate business transaction; and, because the trade was

discontinued and prohibited mainly by the* influence ot
Southern votes in Congress, our Northern friends have been
restive ever since, in their profits being reduced by the inhi¬
bition of their trnil<- in slaves.

Well, sirs, the ordinance was passed and carried fully into
licet, by bein:; accepted bv Congress, both before and after

the adoption of the Constitution of the land. In fact, the
ordinance was lor a special consideration, and that eon-

sidrrntion expn-ssed that slavery should not exist therc-
in, in not less than t'iret, nor more than fire
States. We hold you to the ordinance, as the "bond
and contract," you appearing se> lond ol its provisions,
Messrs. Freesoilers; and we sav, you have got every thing,
and more man you claim, by its expressed provisions;
then, by what right of justice can you further claim for an
ordinance, pasted before the Constitution was forme.!, to

bind territory subsequently purchased by treaty with foreign
powers 1 As well might you say, that tho ordinance is the
Constitution, as to contend that "the ordinance of 17^7 covers
the purchase of Louisiana, by Mr. Jefferson, in 1*03, or the
purchase of Florida, by Col. Monroe, in 1819, or our late
tteatv wilh Mexico, bv which we acquired, by Southern
loo.! and patriotism, tnogio vast regions of Santa Fe and

( alifornin. It is an absurdity.
I admit, that, should there be an amrndme-nt to the Consti-

tution of the United States, adopted by three-fourths ot the
States, such an ordinance might be passed by Congress.
Hut the Constitution of our country declares, that -poinrs
not delegated to the United States l>y tin Constitution, nor

prohibited by it to the States, ate rtaerred to the States rt-

spectivcly or to the people." Then, how can the powers.
claimed bv the advocates of the ordinance, bo uxtt tided to
territory Tiiat had no ni: itii> accep;niioii i>y t«».' poodle
of the present Constitution of the land ? It is futile to press
any such argument; tiio . 'onstitution overrides all sueii pro¬
vision-. nnd the only way to come at that question will be
M propose to the people such an amendment to the Constitu-
tie»n as will meet the views of the free-suiters. !'. radven-
Hire, thev will be able to obtain the vote of three-fourth* ot
the States for such a provision. At lenst, there would be
no great harm in moving the subject in the present Congress,
where, possibly, they can obtain a nco:third* vote for such
a measure. Yours, Ac.,! JACOB FAITHFUL, JR.

THIKT V-FIKMT COXCRKSS.1ST SBSSIOX.

Thi'Bskav, UErKMOKa 27, 1849. j
.SEXATE.

A message wns received from the President of the l nited
Siaus, by the hands of Col. Bliss, recommending immediate
prevision for tile expenses of tin* collection of the customs
for tiw second half of the present fiscal year. Referred to
the Committee on Finance.

Mr. l'oote stated ilia: he had been Induced by various in¬
dications of public sentiment, to defer, for the present, his in¬
tention to introduce a bill, of which he gave notice on Mon-
dav, for the organization of the territories c«f Desyrel and
Xevv M-xico, and the admission of California, and Jacinto,
in 'lV.x.s i, into the,Union. He offered a resolution dccla ing
it to be expedient to organise territorial government for Ca-
iiibrnia, Deseret, and New .Mexico; which, at a proper time,
he would call up for fraternal and cordi:il discussion.

Mr. Houston offered a resolution calling upon tlv Presi¬
dent fin all the correspondence lhat has passed between the
United States Qovernment and the authorities at Santa 1'e,
m New Mexico, and also for a statement of the reasons why
the judicial authority of Texas was not recognized by the
military in New Mexico. Lies over.
Mr. Clemens offered a resoluion calling on the President of

the United States for a statement as to the agents appointed
to and f->r the Government in California, ai 'he authority
lor their appointments: also, how the dele{ ('.in¬
vention wereeiected: what w ere theirqinlifi '- r
what hw they were fixe:!; whether accr
tants was taken, and by what law; r.)so,
call of the Convention and the adopt)
tution, and the application for admiss:
als-i what is the ground f<>r the Pres
recent message, that Now Mexico
sion into the Union. Lies over.
Mr. Douglass offered a memorial

territory of Deseret pay inn Congress to
government for that territory, or to authoi,..
State Constitution and admit it into the Union. «.

rial is ace mipanied by a copy of the Constitution of l>e.
Mr. Douglass moved the reference of the subject to tin
Committee on Territories; hut, niter some conversation, it
wti" agreed that the subject lie over at present in eoipji (juenceof the absence of some witnesses.
A number of petitions and memorials were offered byMessrs. Clay, Bell and others.
The Vice President then presented a number of coiaiiiiiiiii-

cation" ft.mi the .Navy Department, also from the Second An
ditor of the Troasurv.

Also, from the Register of the Treasury, the annual state¬
ment of the commerce and navigation ot the United St.it
The usual number ot which document was ordered to be
printed.

Mt. Davis of Massachusetts expressed the hope that this
important document would be printed very promptly It w as
generally delayed till after the session.

Mr. Hale asked whether any mode had been adopted bywhich th> public printing Should be done in a less disgrace-full manner than it had been usually done of late. The Pa¬
tent Olfice Report was printed in the most shameful manner
and upon abominable paper. He had made up his mind to
vote fur no more printing,
Mr. Borland explained that the Committee on Printinghad determined to pa>-s no accounts for printing, in caseswhere the contract had not been strictly complied with. The

contract system was, he thought, the cause of the bad printing. and ii was poor oconomy.Mr. Phelps Mated that, by a law of the last Congress, the
appropriation lor the < xpenses of collecting the customs waslimited to 83(10,000. This was to take effect on the 1st dayot January, l! it should take effect, it must result in verv
great detriment to the public service, causing the dismissalof many clerks, eVc. The same had been feared to be inade¬
quate. He ottered a joint resolution suspending that provi-sinn till the close of the present Congress.Mr. Davis, of Mississippi, made some remarks, objectingto the object of the resolution, but lie did not oppose its in-troduction. Read the first time.

'i iie Senate spent «ome time in Executive session, andadiourned to Mondav.
HOUSE or REPRESENTATIVES.

The House met at 12 o'clock. Tim Journal of Mondaylast was read.
The resolution submitted by Mr. B.iyd, of Kentucky onMonday, and the amendments proj.oscd thereto by Mr.Schenek, Wf-rr i!) order.
Mr. Boyd's proposition was read as follows :

Resolved, That the rules of the IIous»j of Representatives,
except the ieventh rule, as existing at the close of the latt
session 'W ( ongrc ss. be adopted lis the rules of this House
until otherwise ordered; and that a standing comtnittec of
five members by appointed, to be styled the committee on
rules. i

Mr. Ducr expressed himself in favor of the proposition of
the gentleman from Kentucky, (Mr. Boyd,) if he would amend
it by making their adoption temporarily until the 13th Janu¬
ary.

Mr. Boyd so modified his resolution, and also enlarged the
committee to nine. He then moved the previous question,which was seconded.
The question was then put on the resolution of Mr. Boyd

as modified, and it was agreed to.
Mr. Venable submitted a resolution calling upon the Presi¬

dent of the United States for information whether since the
last session of Contrress ntiy military or civil governor had
been appointed by him for New Mexico and California; if so,
their names, nnd'compcnsatiou: and whether such governors
or other agents had interfered in the procuring the organiza¬
tion of State Governments there, by means of conventions or
otherwise.

Mr. Winthrop objected to disposing of the resolution
then; therefore it lies on the tsblti undur the rule for one d*y.

Mr. Winthrop then moved that the Preiident'g
message be referred to the Committee of the WholeJState of the Union, and that b.OOOcopies extra thereofih«- nrcomparrvlB* documents be-printed for the use 1, .^House. To cut oil :ill the propositions to print in Germ,and French, & lie also moved the previous question, whjwas seconded.
The main question to refer and to print was thrn putcarried in the nftiriuntiv : n<l
>1r. Ashmun gavc.u - e of a bill to reduce the rau>postage, &c.

.

Mr. Cob!), of Alabama, gave notice of a bill t0ail American soldiers who have not already (*.n «'¦«»
for by law, bounty lands, and also a bill to graduate anriduo- the price of public lands to actual settlers. r'

Mr. Wcntworth gave notice of bills to nrovjde fonv.proveuient of certain harbors and rive: und granting.State of Illinois a donation of la-.. rjL,ht of
* ' .«

ntoke a rail ro.ni connecting the I r..wcr M L 0

sippi with the chain or Lakes at Ch.
Mr. Wood introduced a resolution i !j.,, forfrom th.- War Department for improving thewhich lies over. 'm m«;
Mr. Burt proposed a resolution empowering theappoint the Standing Committees. b p^ toSir. Sackett submitted a substitute for the resolutionviding that the Committees shall be elected by a v;v, PfC'

vote by the House. "Uvoee
Mr. Root s:iid the centleman was too late. Thhad been elected by almost un unanimous vote; i

now ridiculous to attempt to tab,. from t|,e pQpoint the committees. Hie geniVman should haof this before the adoption of the plurality principl.the Speaker was elected.
Mr. Giddings expressed himself favorable to th.Mr. Hoot. Every man of experience knew that

rality principle was adopted, the gentleman froi
would be the Speaker. He had so informed his W|
He had told tii«' Whigs that if they would take up;Whig in favor of the Wilmot Proviso, he could
IJut they did it not, but did that which elected a Southerslaveholder.
Mr. Schenck.- -Did you not have the power to vote for.inch a man? (Mr. Winthrop) a Northern Whig, in f,'Jof the Wilmot Proviso? Had you not a choice betweenf an i the gentleman who now occupies the Chair? Thetlcman from Massachusetts, (Mr. Winthrop,) against v.!amy colleague voted for Speaker, introduced the Wiiuiot P-viso which w as engrafted upon t!ie Oregutt bill.
Mr. Giddings, continuing, made allusion to the court ,Mr. Winthrop as Speaker; and before ho was elevated t« hi;office, to show taat he was not entitled to the vote oft'ree-soilers.
Mr. Winthrop objected to making answers to interr^.lions of any man in regard to his opinion.
Mr. Giddings then entered into an investigation of MrWintlirop's course as Speaker in the appointment ofV>Committees; and maintained that there was no choice i>.

tween him and thegenilctnan from Georgia, Mr. Cobb, fromwhom he expected about as much justice tow ards those wfco
were opposed to slavery. Mr. G. said e\ery feeling of h:aheart was in favor of human freedom and of those wh.j*e>for it. The Whigs he said had put a gentleman in the ch*Ltfront the South, rather than take a man whom they (the t'r*toilers) proposed to take.a man in favor of human libertvMr. Winthrop then entered into a defence against certaincharges made bv Mr. Giddings to his constituents in a cardtouching his course. He pronounced the charge as false that
he had entered a Whig caucus and urged his friends and c .;.
leatrues to go for the war with Mexico.

Mr. Schenck entered into a long speech in defence of the
course of the Whig party in sustaining Mr. Winthrop i ^
Speaker He then pointed out the inconsisten i. s of liis cot
league on many occasion*. He expressedIcon ervative v>»4
in regard to the a<'iion proper for the \N h.g party iu r« gar^tj
the slavery question. .

Mr. Holmes expressed some mows showing the hoa-ilu,
of the Northern gentlemen to the South in re. ird to themj.
ritorial question and slavery i» the District of Colunith H»
maintained that the tendency ol such action was to <!.>*.,rr
the Union.

. ,, ,The discussion was coniiiiued !>>' Messrs. Rockue.l, k»uf.
man and Vinton, touching the action of these gentlemen to-
wards the slavery question.

Tile proposition tor electing Committees by viva v >. i,.,
f
The resolution of Mr. Hurt w as agreed to without

ment.
, .. ,On motion of Mr. Jones it was agreed ihat w!,r.

House adjourn-, it be till Monday next.
Mr. Thompson, of Pa., introduced a resolution prci i^that tlu-election for a clerk lake place on Thursday r.-r

Pending which
On motion the House adjourned till Monday n«

FOREIGN INTELLIGESiCE.
VKRIVAL. OF THK STEAMER CAMBRIA,
FOURTEEN DAYS LATER FROM EUROPE.

\/fairs of England.France and Iht Insurgents-I' Sp -- j"ment of Elections.Russia and 'l\irh y The IIuiuarL\ j/{.fusees.Advance in Cotton.Firmness in Br<*dttuf ]
Tclccrarihed for the Baltimoro Sun.

Halifax, Dec. 23-1 P. M
The steamer Cambria arrived here thi« morning, l»r;n^.nj

dates from Liverpool to the 15th inst. She brings sd ;i
sengers.
Commercial affairs in England continue in a quirt ui

steady position.
I'.NGI.ANJ)..It is thought that Parliament will n:>»;

about the middle of January.
Another expedition is about fitting out for Bheriaji

Straits to search for Sir John Franklin.
Ebenezcr Elliott, the Corn law rhymer, is announces

a candidate for Parliament.
,The ndiiciion of ilic rates of discount bv th Karusi-a.

'3 to '»- per cent. i* a precursor of a rise i«; 1 'oi:»»U t¦> .»',
I when the Chancellor of the Exchequer will lay beforetr»
hold* rs of slock a proposition to accept the reduced ratrvI
interi st, which will save tl» country several millions.
IM'JV AND CIHV t. Another mail has arrived in'

Hotnbav, w ith da'-» t" the 3d of April, and from «.alcana
the 24th of October.
The whole oi India is quite peaceable, and all the re1

Siekh cliiofs have been captured.
.\u adJitonal news has been receive.! Irom I'lnna
The Cotton crop in the northern disiticts of Indiai average one quarter less than usual, but prices have giv

wav.
FRANCE. The elections iu France have been postpotr

till the 23th of January.
M. Putin's proposition against exposing names of political

offenders on pilloiv, ha i en rejected b> a brgu majoritv.
Four hundred oi the i . lurgents of June have aniied in

i'aris from Havre, and were liberated by the Attormv fie-
neral.

It now appears thai no diflerence whatever has i.riwn Nr
t w< on the President and bis Minjsir}

Hills of Exchange, drawn by Gen. Cordova, <>n Msdril
for payment of the Spanish army, have been protested ft
non-payment.
Four centime stamp duty is about to bo I ii! on n» wspapci
Further accounts from Algiers state that not a will in»J

Ilc-t sell no has been left to till the talc of its s.id an>l mournful
overthrow by the French. The whole city is desolate.
The motion to abolish punishment by death for all otfenoi

was made, and rejccto-1 liv the National Assembly.
A pamphlet, published by Ledru Rollin in defence of hu

conduct on the 13th of June, has been seized, and prornv
ings issued against the printer, for exciting hatred to thetiv
vernment among the people.
Six more of the June conspirators have been condcmnnl.

Government has ordered the seizure of two Social:*:
papers. Passports are to be discontinued.
RUSSIA AND TURKEY.. Liberty has been given to''**

port bullion from the Russian Empire.Advices teceivi d from Constantinople to November-vh
state that the extradition question with regard to tlv :t'
gees is not settled, and not likely to be Tlx Kiuj^r"
llussia persists that the Hungarian and I'olish refu?»<
shall be banished from the Ottoman Empire. These dentin'
tiic Porte resists. and no the matter w'.aiuls

In the opinion of the correspondent of the London 'Iinv-*
the Emperor of Rtussia is desirous of postponing a rupt'.s*
until Spring, when his arrangements will le favored by t.
season. In the meantime Turkey is m iking every fW
ration to meet him should ho advance. Russia !* increase

" tlect in the Hlaek Sea.
"rKIA AND lir.NfLVitV.- The stateof sie^e wli

Vienna on the 1st January.
n sent to the Army of Observation t'"l

"iv frontier as possible.
'..en a letter toan A ijtriatini.'

"hv cannot enjoy a !ai!W|
*>i Austria.

.ommuted wiw-

cullies ha
Administratioi..

Letters from Turn.
ITALY..Letters froti.

ments in progress, for purposeGaetn is being armed and repaired.
was lined with troops.The new French chief is resolute and tin..
nals. In an address to the troops he says: "Y<
not ended."
No time has vet been tixed f<>r the return ot the Pop'
The Treasury of the Cardinal Triumvirate is antvoinec^

be bankrupt. iTHE MARKETS..Liverpool Markets..Dw.
Cotton Tin; Cotton Market has not been aniniiif-

.nvuoiii... uuin, "i >>iik ii iih; iranu look
stock or. hand was 377,000 bales, of which 214,WW"'
American, against <16,000, of which 209,000 were Amfr/*
at the same period last year.'1 h'» accounts fjom Manchester and the niatitifa,'lt':a

.Mvuuavuua- i lie *. u III III.I! act 13 UIJIICI; » JU» »»
(loderate demand. Several parcels of Indian Corn

been purchased for Ireland. Latterly prices have «<-*sr^Is. to Is. 3d., with less disposition to spII. White ii *

29s. a 309.; yellow 2Gs. a 23s. Cd.
Flour is in good demand. Superfine American 22* *

'IJ". for W« stern; Baltimore and Philadelphia -Is. t*1 '

Wheat h*.<> been fulling at Is. Gd. a 6>. 9d , with n-
moie enquiry. Corn Meal l is.
Tobacco..The stock on hand is 10,100 hlul i Ti'.eff'

alteration in prices, and holders are fi.in.Iron is quiet and firm. Lead lias advanced.
,Monev Market..The stock of bullion in the i:

England has increased to near Sl'J,500,000. yittoted at Oo '.« a 9(J?«. American stocks have '

little.

MARRIAGES.
Married, by the Rev. H. H. C'owles, on Thursday '

December i7th, Mr. LEWIS ROACH and Mi s MAK>'
rREN'T, all of this city.
By the same, the same evening, Mr. JOHN J KI>',;i6Miss SI SAN ELLEN, daughter of Roval Todd, I**",

of this city.
Married, on Wednesday, December 19th. bvBrown, Mr. WILLIAM HENRY PRICE, to Miss F.W»"

RETH S., daughter of Nicholas E. Read, Esq., all"!
I »ttc county.
Married, bv Rev. James B. Tavlor, on Wednesday" . jing, the 19th inst., Mr. THOM AS HIX, to Miss

Elizabeth grlmsley, an of this city.
Married, "ii Thursday evening, the 27th, by Kev- ^.Taylor, in Henrico comity, Mr. JOHN O. JOHN"*1

Miss JUDY A. FRANKLIN.
On the same evening, bv Rev. J. B. Tavlor, Mr.

SMITH, to Miss FRANCES COCKF., all'of this city j


